We reported recently the first polymorph of the title compound [Kuai & Cheng (2011a) . Acta Cryst., E67, o2787]. A second polymorph of the title compound, C 15 H 12 N 2 O 2 , was unexpectedly obtained by the hydrothermal reaction of the title compound with manganese chloride in the presence of potassium hydroxide at 413 K. The benzimidazole ring system is almost planar, with a maximum deviation from the mean plane of 0.015 (2) Å . The benzimidazole and benzene rings are inclined at a dihedral angle of 79.00 (1) . In the crystal, adjacent molecules are connected through O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds into a one-dimensional chain along the [001] direction.
Related literature
For the synthesis of 4- [(1H-benzo[d] imidazol-1-yl)methyl]-benzoic acid, see: Hua et al. (2010) . For two other polymorphs of the title compound, see: Kuai & Cheng (2011a,b) . For related structures, see Das & Bharadwaj (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). by the hydrothermal reaction at 413 K of (I) with manganese chloride in the presence of potassium hydroxide as alkaline medium for the deprotonation. As shown in Fig. 1 , the asymmetric unit of (I) consists of only one molecule. Interestingly, though crystallizing from alkaline solution, (I) remains the intact carboxylic group in the crystal structure. The flexible benzimidazolyl arm is apt to rotate. As a result, the benzimidazolyl ring and central benzene rings are inclined at a dihedral angle of 79.00 (1) °; The torsion angles N11-C11-C1-C2 and N11-C11-C1-C6 are -61.8 (2) ° and 118.0 (2)°, respectively. Adjacent molecules are connected through O-H···N hydrogen bonds into a one-dimensional chain along Table 1 ). and KOH (5.61 mg, 0.1 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 O was sealed in a 16 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel container and heated to 413 K for 3 days. After cooling to the room temperature, colorless block crystals of the title compound were obtained.
Experimental

Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were located in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.97, O-H = 0.82 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, or O). Absolute structure can not be determined in this case because of no heavy atoms present. Friedel-pair data are merged with the MERG 3 instruction. The number of Friedel pairs is 1229. Figures   Fig. 1 . : The crystal structure of (I) showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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